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IGNITE Presentation Descriptions 

“Money Mentors: A Successful Peer-to-Peer Approach to Teaching Financial Literacy” - Amanda 
Christensen, Utah State University Extension 

The Money Mentors Program created a financial literacy curriculum tool and used a peer-to-peer 
approach to teach financial literacy concepts to youth. Change from pre to post program, and specific 
understanding, agreement and use of financial knowledge concepts will be presented with evaluation 
metrics. Youth thrive with a peer-to-peer approach to teaching financial literacy. This information can 
help us change our approach to financial education with youth, as “…teenagers in the U.S. – and 
worldwide – are enormously ignorant when it comes to financial literacy.” Eighty-one teen leaders 
through the program reached over 530 youth. 
 

 “2012-2016 Women and Money: Unique Issues” - Martie Gillen, University of Florida 

Women and Money: Unique Issues, a curriculum series developed by the University of Florida, was 
designed to provide women with information and encouragement about being financially successful. 
This series includes financial management across the life cycle including family transition. From 2012 – 
2016, 283 women completed the program in Florida. Evaluations indicated that 90% of the participants 
developed a spending plan, 79% of the participants developed an investment plan, and 63% of the 
participants developed an estate plan. The results of the retrospective pre/post-tests, showing statically 
significant increased abilities, will be shared. 
 

“Student Loan Repayment TIPs (Texting Intervention Project for Students)” – Mary Jo Katras, 
University of Minnesota Extension 

Recent college graduates do no fully understand their repayment options (Whitsett & Sullivan, 2012). A 
SMS intervention campaign was designed to provide timely information, increase awareness and 
knowledge and empower decision making around the student loan repayment process. Participants 
received a series of text messages surrounding financial management and student loan payments. 
Participants completed an intake survey and a post-survey to assess change in knowledge and behavior, 
and a self-report assessment of the value and impact of the campaign. Preliminary findings will be used 
to expand the pilot to assess a text messaging approach to changes in repayment behavior. 
 
 

“Evaluation Methods, Metrics, and Outcomes for eXtension MFLN Personal Finance Webinars” – 
Martie Gillen, University of Florida/IFAS, Barbara O’Neill, Ph.D., Rutgers Cooperative Extension  

Since 2012, the Personal Finance (PF) team of the eXtension Military Families Learning Network (MFLN) 
has delivered over 70 archived webinars for financial educators and counselors, primarily military 
financial counselors who assist service members with their finances. This Ignite presentation will briefly 
describe the MFLNPF project and metrics used to assess its impact, including audience engagement, 
planned behavior changes and use of webinar content by program participants, and cost-savings to the 
Department of Defense vs. travel expenses for financial counselors to maintain their certifications at 
conferences .Evaluation results are used to generate ideas for future webinars and improve content 
delivery. 
 

Education = Results: Your Tax Dollars at Work” – Erica Tobe, PhD., Michigan State University 

MSU Extension has partnered with the Macomb County Treasurer since 2013 to provide one-on-one 
financial education to homeowners that are three years behind on their property taxes and facing 
foreclosure. The County Treasurer grants extended repayment plans for homeowners who are then 
referred to MSU Extension to learn money management skills such as devising a spending plan to repay 
their debt. Initial evaluation data collected by MSU Extension shows that those who received the 
education are more likely to be successful in their repayment plans and prevent tax foreclosure. In 
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addition, as a part of the education, clients can apply for Michigan’s Hardest Hit-Funds and get “caught 
up“ on three years of delinquent taxes. Using follow up data collected jointly by MSU Extension client 
case file records and the Macomb County Treasurer, 242 Macomb County residents who received 
education from MSU Extension and applied for funds resulted in $1.6 million dollars being paid to 
Macomb County. 
 


